Town of Westville
Regular Council Meeting
Monday October 29, 2018

Commencing at 6:00 pm

Council Members Present: Mayor Roger MacKay

Deputy Mayor Bernie Murphy
Councillor Lynn MacDonald
Councillor Lennie White
Councillor Charlie Sutherland

Staff Present: Amanda Cyr — Recording Secretary
Regrets: Kelly D. Rice - CAO

Public in Attendance: Yes

Media Organizations Present: The Advocate, ECFM

1. CALLING OF MEETING TO ORDER

b

1.1 Mayor MacKay called the meeting to order at 6:00 pm in the Westville Council
Chambers welcoming everyone in attendance. A moment of silence was observed
in honor of Remembrance Day.

APPROVAL OF AGENDA

2.1 It was moved by Deputy Mayor Murphy to approve the tentative agenda as
amended. Councillor MacDonald seconded. Motion carried.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

3.1 It was moved by Councillor MacDonald to approve the minutes of the August
27, 2018 Council Meeting. Councillor Sutherland seconded. Motion carried.

BUSINESS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES

4.1  Deputy Mayor Murphy asked if there had been any further communication from
Eastlink. Mayor Mackay stated that as far as he knows there has been none.



AUDIT COMMITTEE POLICY

5.1

5.2

With permission of Council, Mayor MacKay asked that Item 8 under New and
Unfinished Business, Audit Committee Policy presented by Paul Wills, be
moved ahead to be presented at this time.

It was moved by Lynn MacDonald to accept that change in the Agenda.
Deputy Mayor Murphy seconded. Motion passed.

Paul Wills from the Municipal Finance Corporation presented the Draft Audit
Committee Policy followed by a question and answer period for Mayor and
Council.

FINANCIAL REPORT

6.1

It was moved by Deputy Mayor Murphy to accept the Financial Report as
presented. Councillor MacDonald seconded. Motion carried.

Councillor Sutherland noted the line Deed Transfer Tax, stating that Westville is
already at 60% for the year, indicating that Westville continues to be a Town that
people want to move to.

COMMITTEE REPORTS

7.1

7.2

7.3

7.4

7.5

7.6

7.7

7.8

Police Report - It was moved by Councillor Sutherland to accept the Police
Report as circulated. Councillor White seconded. Motion carried.

Fire Report - It was moved by Councillor MacDonald to accept the Fire
Report as circulated. Councillor White seconded. Motion carried.

Councillor Sutherland spoke of the recent train derailment in Stellarton, after
which Northern Pulp put on some very useful training for local emergency
response crews in simulated events and emergency situations.

Recreation Report — It was moved by Deputy Mayor Murphy to accept the
Recreation Report as circulated. Councillor White seconded. Motion carried.

Compost, Garbage & Recycling Report - It was moved Councillor
MacDonald to accept the Compost, Garbage & Recycling Report as circulated.
Deputy Mayor Murphy seconded. Motion carried.

Environmental Health Report (Water Treatment) - It was moved by
MacDonald to accept the Environmental Health Report as circulated.
Councillor White seconded. Motion carried.

Transportation Report - It was moved by Deputy Mayor Murphy to accept the
Transportation Report as circulated. Councillor MacDonald seconded. Motion
carried.

Animal Control Report — None
Development/Building/Planning Report - It was moved by Councillor

MacDonald to accept the Development/Building/Planning Report as
circulated. Deputy Mayor Murphy seconded. Motion carried.



8. CORRESPONDENCE

8.1 Westville Curling Club
Mayor MacKay read a letter from the Westville Curling Club in appreciation for
the use of a vacant lot to be re-developed into parking for the facility.
Councillor MacDonald commended the members of the Westville Curling Club
for their hard work and dedication to keep the club going.

8.2 Rural Nova Scotia Health Care Working group
Mayor MacKay read a a letter written to Municipal Units of Nova Scotia with an
invitation to join the “Save Our Rural Healthcare” Facebook group. The groups
focus is to encourage the Province to acknowledge the crisis of the current state
of rural healthcare and take appropriate action.
Councillor MacDonald asked that the link be shared on the Westville Facebook
page, and suggested a letter be written in response letting the Chair of the group
know what Westville is currently doing in respect to this situation.
Deputy Mayor Murphy suggested the link be put on the Town of Westville
website as well.

8.3 Pictou County 4-H
Mayor MacKay read a Thank You card from Pictou County 4-H Scotsburn Club
in appreciation for the support of their program.

8.4 John Thompson & Family
Mayor MacKay read a letter written to the Superintendent of Public Works from
John Thompson and family thanking members of Public Works for a gesture of
respect, removing their hard hats and bowing as the funeral procession of the late
Allister Thompson passed their work site.
Deputy Mayor Murphy commented that, in a nutshell, that speaks to the kind of
people we have in our Public Works Department.

9. NEW/UNFINISHED BUSINESS
9.1 Pioneer Coal

Mayor MacKay read a letter from Pioneer Coal requesting to access two
parcels of Town land for coal exploration.

Deputy Mayor Murphy suggested going ahead with authorization to explore,
noting it is a very inexpensive way to see what is going on under the ground
stating that it would not bind the Town to any commitment but could provide a
lot of information about the site while being minimally intrusive.

Councillor MacDonald agreed with Deputy Mayor Murphy, noting it could
identify not only if there is anything worth mining, but potential sinkholes that
make that area very dangerous and unusable. Councillor MacDonald said she
would support a motion to allow this in particular because it does not represent
any further commitment from either party.

Councillor MacDonald made a motion to allow Pioneer Coal to do an
exploration on Town owned land. Deputy Mayor Murphy seconded the motion.



9.2

Councillor White, on the question, expressed reservation and concern about
going ahead with this. He does not think there is enough information about what
this phase of exploration involves. A four paragraph letter that says it will be
small in scale, non invasive, and only minor tree removal, is not clear enough as
to what that means and it could be very intrusive to our area. He would like to see
further information as to what exactly the process would involve because there is
not enough information in the letter as to what it means. Councillor White
informed Mayor MacKay and Council that if they wish to proceed he agrees with
great reservation and furthermore feels the motion should be tabled until Pioneer
Coal provides more information.

Councillor MacDonald questioned whether or not Councillor White may be in a
conflict of interest and should recuse himself from this vote as he lives in the area
of the proposed exploration and previously mentioned that the area would be
effected. Councillor White disagreed and stated that he feels the whole town will
be effected, and he represents the citizens of the entire Town, not just that area.
Councillor MacDonald felt it was important to raise the question because people
do know where Councillor White lives in relation to the proposed site. She also
agreed it would be reasonable to ask Pioneer Coal to hold an information session
similar to what Eastlink did, detailing what they will be doing and what kind of
equipment they will be using.

Councillor MacDonald suggested the motion be tabled until Pioneer Coal is
contacted to hold an information session. Deputy Mayor Murphy agreed.

MLA Tim Houston

Councillor Sutherland extended congratulations to our MLA Tim Houston on his
recent victory and suggested that a letter of congratulations be sent to him on
behalf of the Mayor and Council.

10. QUESTIONS FROM CITIZENS

10.1

Clarrie MacKinnon — 2326 Cowan Street

Mr. MacKinnon asked if, in relationship to Pioneer Coal, would it be possible to
have that as an open information session for the town residents. Mayor MacKay
indicated that was the intention.

The second issue Mr. MacKinnon spoke of was Eastlink, stating that

although they have not gotten back to Council, Econo Malls has also not heard
back from them. Mr MacKinnon says that Econo Malls was not aware of

the possible detrimental effect that the tower would have on the Town. Mr.
MacKinnon has had interaction with Howard Wiseman, co-owner and Director of
Operations for Econo Malls who indicated to him that, at least for now, this is a
dead issue. Mr. MacKinnon has contact information for Mr. Wiseman that he is
willing to share with anyone, especially if this becomes an issue again.

Deputy Mayor Murphy thanked Mr. MacKinnon for being true to his word,
when Eastlink first approached the Town Mr. MacKinnon said he would help us
fight this and he has done so. Councillor MacDonald agreed and thanked Mr.
MacKinnon as well. Councillor White applauded all of the citizens who came
out and got involved, saying that it makes a big difference, and certainly did in
this situation.



10.2

10.3

104

10.5

10.5

Art Sinclair — 1568 Resevoir Street

Mr. Sinclair expressed his concern about Pioneer Coal, saying that if they are
given permission to do exploratory drilling you are opening the door for them to
mine unreservedly. He asked if Mayor MacKay is familiar with mineral rights
laws of the province, that it is his understanding that Pioneer Coal is entitled to
any minerals located anywhere in this town regardless of who owns the land, so
to make a motion to allow them to explore would give them impetus to
immediately contact the Department of Natural Resources and begin extraction
of coal. As soon as you give them exploratory permission it's “game over”.

Another issue Mr. Sinclair would like to see corrected in the Town is the clean
out of catch basins and one typical example on is South Main Street where the
clean out covers have not been brought up to street level for years which is
extremely destructive to vehicles.

Gordon Chennel — 2674 Cowan Street

Mr. Chennel stated that back in July he was looking for the legal fees incurred by
the Town in the CF Construction lawsuit, and wondering if Council has a value
on that figure yet.

Mayor Mackay responded that based on the information he has in front of him,
that figure altogether is $490,776.00, inclusive.

Tom Clark — 2362 Cowan Street

Mr. Clark expressed concern about the lack of signage on Foxbrook Road, stating
that there used to be a sign there indicating that the road ended, which he believes
was installed there after multiple accidents, including ones involving emergency
vehicles. He states there has been no sign there for the past 2 years, since it was
possibly involved in an accident and not replaced. He would like to see the sign
erected again before winter to prevent accidents from happening.

Mr. Clark agreed with Mr. Sinclairs statements regarding Pioneer Coal and the
danger of opening up that area for exploration, if they find what they are hoping
to find. He stated that the area was explored years ago, there should be records
from back then that would indicate exactly what is or is not there.

Mr. Clark said on behalf of himself and other citizens he would like to thank Mr.
MacKinnon and his wife for everything they did in regard to Eastlink. He also
said that he did not understand why it was left up to private citizens to fight this
when we have a Council who was voted in to do this for us and should have
looked after us.

Art Sinclair - 1568 Resevoir Street

Mr. Sinclair asked for a breakdown of legal expenses. Mayor MacKay responded
that he did not have the breakdown of individual costs in front of him. Mr.
Sinclair asked if the amount was including the portion of CF Constructions legal
expenses that Westville is responsible for. Mayor MacKay said that he cannot
answer that with certainty but according to the financial statements it is including
settlement and costs.

Clarrie MacKinnon - 2326 Cowan Street

Mr. MacKinnon wanted to clarify that he certainly did appreciate that Council
withdrew from the request with Eastlink for Cowan Street. He would also like to
acknowledge that Frank Sobey was very helpful as far as who to call and what
avenues to explore. He feels that Sobeys does a lot for the County that people
may not realize and take for granted.



10.6

10.7

10.8

10.9

Linda White — 2130 Duggan Avenue

Regarding the Audit presentation, if none of the elected Council has financial
background, does that mean that Council cannot sit on the Audit Committee?
Councillor White responded that no, they are the guidelines for appointing the
member at large, not the existing Council.

Doug MacNeil — 2422 Cowan Street

Mr. MacNeil asked Council how many of them would be alright with strip
mining across the street from their homes. Councillor MacDonald responded that
she would not have a problem with that. Mr. MacNeil referenced what has been
going on in Stellarton, and what happened here years ago when Pioneer came to
Westville, saying that was a bad deal and caused disruption and distress, blasting
and dust and changing streets. Councillor MacDonald answered that the Town
did not own that land, Pioneer Coal purchased it and had a right to do what

they did. She also said that the situation in Stellarton is such that they are getting
money from that land being used. The situation with Westville and this current
proposal is that the land cannot be used, it is all undermined, so there are vast
acres that cannot be used for anything else. Mr. MacNeil stated that his point is
the citizens close to the site are the ones who will have to put up with the noise,
the equipment, the disruption and diminished property values. Councillor
MacDonald said that she grew up in the north end of New Glasgow listening to
the noise from Trenton Works and that was what her family was accustomed to. It
is the sound of industry, it means that people are working. She stated also that
back when Pioneer Coal first approached the Town, Council of that era must
have thought it was a financially sound decision for the Town. Mr. MacNeil feels
that Council has an obligation to the residents to investigate this thoroughly
before going any further. It should be looked at from a standpoint of how this will
effect citizens, not from the standpoint of financial gain for the Town. He does
not feel that Pioneer Coal has the right to disrupt the way of life of the residents
in that area. Councillor MacDonald thanked Mr. MacNeil for giving her food for
thought and further stated that this Council works on consensus and will not rush
blindly into any decision because of a dollar sign.

Art Sinclair - 1568 Resevoir Street

Mr. Sinclair asked Councillor MacDonald, in reference to her comments about
growing up near Trenton Works, if her family lived there prior to that company
operating there, to which she responded no. He stated that is what makes it an
unfair comparison, because the people on Cowan Street bought or built their
homes with no idea that this would happen.

Linda White — 2130 Duggan Avenue

Ms. White wanted to inform Council that even where she lives, off of MacKay
street in Westville, her patio furniture gets coated with dust that she had someone
come in and test, which was determined to be coming from the Stellarton mine.
She feels that will happen to residents in Westville as far as Union Street, North
Street, and beyond if Pioneer Coal were to operate on the Cowan Street site.



11. ADJOURNMENT OF MEETING

11.1  Deputy Mayor Murphy moved to adjourn the meeting at 8:29pm. Councillor
MacDonald seconded. Motion carried.

Certified to be a true copy of the minutes of the October 29", 2018 Regular Council Meeting
Sfor the Town of Westville.

RECORDING SECRETARY






